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Empire 1689-1971, A Documentary History.
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Abstract



This study is concerned with the role of Britain in promoting the
Zionist project in the period 1656-1917. The introductory chapter deals
with the situation of the Jews in the English society and its Normandy
kings. It shows that the Jews entered Britain in 1066 with William the
Congueror when he invaded the country and set up his kingdom. They
worked in dirty jobs for the king and feudalists, but they were hated by
the public and were dismissed later from England 1290 by king Edward I.
They were badly treated then and their property confiscated, and were
also accused of different libels, such as blood libel. King Edward did that
after the crusades when the economic role of the Jews became weak.

It is being shown that there where no Jews in England up to mid 17"
century. New factors then influenced the discussion of the question of
Jewish entry into the country by politicians, economists and religious
authorities. England at the time was ruled by Puritans under the
leadership of Cromwell. The Puritans, as Protestant, believed in the Old
Testament which predicts the return of the Jews to Palestine. This was in
addition to the existence of the Marano Jews who had great international
commercial experience. These two factors were accompanied by the
increase of commercial imperialist competition among European
countries, especially between England and Holland which accepted a
good number of these Marano after being expelled from Spain in 1492.

There were negotiations between the Puritans and the Marano Jews
who lived in Holland. These negotiations ended by the agreement if
submitting the question of Jewish return to England to the British
Parliament. The latter, however, did not approve of that. Cromwell,
meanwhile, announced his support of their return. That question,
however, remained unsetlled.

The study sheds light also on the relationship between the Protestant
reformers in Europe, including England and the Zionists. It affirms that
Christians reading of the Old Testament and its literal interpretation by
them helped in the spreading of the Hebrew culture and the spirit of
tolerance among protestants toward Jews. It is being assured that the
increase of the number of those who supported Zionism in England is
connected with religious reformation as well as with the economic
development from commercial capitalism era up to the industrial
capitalism era. It was also connected with new political ideas of this era:
respect of the rights and freedom of man and religious tolerance
advocated by John Locke. This was in addition to the thought that
aroused conflict because of the spread of the concept of development and
survival of the fittest — Social Darwenism. This has supported the ideas of
the dominance of the white man. Aspects which helped widen the circle
of Zionism supporters were shown to be: religious groups in the 17"



century; educated groups in the 18" century; and were joined by some
military people, politicians, diplomats and travelers.

In addition the 19™ century witnessed an important development
when activities to send the Jews back to Palestine change from hazardous
individual work into an organized work undertaken by established
institutions to achieve that goal.

William Young, the British consul in Jerusalem, was to be the first
among diplomats who considered "Jews" as one nation. This was in the
1840s. Young, meanwhile, asked the Ottoman Sultans permission to put
new Jewish immigrants as well as Ottoman Empire Jews all under British
protection.

It is being assured that the concept of "Jewish People” and the
Zionist project were chrystalized among Protestants by the help of Lord
Shaftesbury, Oliphant and Hechlar before the emergence of Jewish
Zionism which called for the establishment of a Jewish state.

It is shown that the Balfour Declaration did not come about only as
aresult of the effort of international Zionist Organization, but also as a
part of the British strategy which combined both religious Protestant
concepts inspired by the Old Testament and British imperialist interests in
the Islamic Arab world.

The study proved that embodiment of the Zionist project became
possible through the efforts and interaction between both Christian and
Jewish Zionists from the beginning of 20" century until proclamation of
the Balfour Declaration which was considered the cornerstone of Zionist
project.
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